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We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Henry  Woelber,  prom- 
inent biographer  of  Boston  musicians  and  writer  of 
musical  articles,  for  the  following  account  of  Harry 
E.  Brenton  '90.  In  the  securing  of  this  biographical 
sketch  the  assistance  of  William  Alcott  '84  is  ac- 
knowledged with  appreciation. 


Harry  E.  Brenton  '90 

By  Henry  Woelber 

Harry  E.  Brenton,  '90,  died  at  his 
home  at  Hanover,  Mass.,  on  May  20, 
1947.  He  was  just  approaching  his  75th 
birthday. 

Born  at  Bass  Point,  Nahant,  Mass., 
Mr.  Brenton  lived  a  life  of  adventure  and 
success  in  the  field  of  band  and  orchestra 
music  as  might  be  expected  to  be  found 
only  in  story  books.  Leaving  the  green 
pastures  and  rugged  hills  of  his  home  in 
New  Hampshire  he  entered  The  Farm 
and  Trades  School  at  the  age  of  nine, 
graduating  with  high  honors  at  the  age  of 
eighteen.  Here  he  made  a  profound  study 
of  the  trumpet  and  specialized  in  engin- 
eering. Now,  fairly  equipped  in  music,  a 
most  remarkable  career  was  in  the  making. 
In  those  days  a  musical  job  with  a  circus, 
medicine  show,  canal-boat  show,  a  float- 
ing palace  on  the  Mississippi,  a  minstrel 
company,  or  light  opera  troupe,  was  a- 
waiting  any  young  musician  who  was 
becoming  proficient  on  his  instrument. 

These  traveling  jobs  young  Brenton 
played   in    abundance,  each    one    rung 


higher  on  the  ladder  of  success  which  he 
soon  was  to  meet  in  the  theatres  of  Boston 
and  eventually  those  show  places  of  New 
York — the  Hippodrome,  t  h  e  Winter 
Garden,  the  Broadhurst,  Schubert's  44th 
Street  Theatre,  the  Amsterdam  Roof  and 
in  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra  from 
1902  to  1907. 

These  engagements  fitted  him  pre- 
eminently for  the  important  executive 
positions  soon  to  come.  Musicians  knew 
that  he  was  a  man  familiar  with  their 
problems  and  the  many  injustices  inflicted 
upon  them. 

In  1913  and  1914  he  was  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  Boston  Musicians  Protective 
Association,  Local  9.  At  this  time  an 
opera  company,  with  little  to  commend 
it,  came  to  the  old  Boston  Theatre.  After 
three  weeks  the  orchestra  salaries  were 
not  paid.  In  desperation  the  manager 
organized  a  series  of  "nights".  Finally 
the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  with 
their  ladies  and  friends  had  a  "night", 
but  the  orchestra  men  had  not  been  paid 
as  promised  and  refused  to  play.  The 
kindly,  but  ill-informed,  young  Mayor 
Curley  made  an  eloquent  plea  for  funds 
from  the  stage.  His  speech  put  the  mem- 
bers of  the  orchestra  in  a  bad  light  and  at' 
this  point  like  a  bolt  of  lightning  from  a 
clear  sky,  Mr.  Brenton  arose  from  his  seat 
in  the  orchestra  pit  to  a  "point  of  order" 
Please  turn  to  Page  8 
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Graduation 

Graduation  exercises  for  the  Class  of 
1947  took  place  on  June  6.  Perfect  weather 
prevailed  and  the  program  was  held 
amidst  the  beauty  of  the  spacious  south 
lawn.  The  address  to  the  class  was  de- 
livered by  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth,  Hon.  Arthur  W.  Cool- 
idge.  It  was  a  real  privilege  to  have  this 
distinguished  speaker  address  the  class  and 
his  pertinent  remarks  will  long  be  in  our 
memory.  He  was  introduced  by  Mr. 
Augustus  P.  Loring,  Jr.,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 

Rev.  Louis  W.  West  delivered  the 
Invocation.  Headmaster  William  M. 
Meacham  presented  graduation  diplomas 
to  eleven  and  diplomas  for  completion  of 
the  Sloyd  course  to  five. 

Much  credit  is  due  the  class  members 
who  had  speaking  parts  for  excellent  work. 
The  school  band  had  an  important  part 


also  and  under  the  direction  of  Captain 
Frank  L.  Warren  performed  in  its  usual 
very  creditable  manner. 

The  program  was  as  follows: 

PROGRAM 

Class  Processional-Youth  Victorious 
Richard  E  McPhee,  '48,  Marshall 

Invocation 

The  Reverend  Louis  W.  West 

Overture-Cyene 

Salutatory 

Leonard  N.  Lapham,  Jr. 

Trombone  Solo 

Rocked  in  the  Cradle  of  the  Deep 
Ralph  L.  Gale 
Class  Will 

J.  Lowell  Keith 


A  Graduation  Scene 
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March-Footlifter 


Band 


Class  Prophecy 

Stephen  J.  Zevitas 

Valedictory 

Wiley  L.  Bishop 

Introduction  of  Speaker 

President  Augustus  P.  Loring,  Jr. 

Address 

The  Honorable  Arthur  W.  Coolidge 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth 

Presentation  of  Diplomas 
Presentation  of  Special  Awards 

Headmaster  William  M.  Meacham 

March— Chief  of  Staff 
Band 


DIPLOMAS    AWARDED 

Graduation 

Wiley  Lloyd  Bishop 

Berton  Eldrid  Cadorath,  Jr. 
Paul  Calloe 

Arthur  Wallace  Fitt,  Jr. 
James  Lowell  Keith 
Paul  Dean  Keith 

Leonard  Norman  Lapham,  Jr. 
Harold  Dodge  Lowery,  Jr. 
Robert  Allen  Patterson 

William  Theodore  Warfield 
Stephen  John  Zevitas 

Sloyd 
Berton  Eldrid  Cadorath,  Jr. 

James  Lowell  Keith 

William  Henry  Manson 

William  Theodore  Warfield 

Stephen  John  Zevitas 


Looking  towards  the  Wharf 
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Problems  of  this  post-war  world  seem 
to  be  more  severe  and  in  greater  number 
than  ever  have  prevailed.  However,  we 
in  this  country  have  available  more  of  the 
good  things  of  life  than  ever  before.  Two 
of  the  factors  which  make  our  present 
period  appear  more  difficult  are  the  con- 
tinued shortage  of  materials  as  compared 
to  the  pre-war  abundance  of  consumer 
goods  at  low  prices,  and  the  fact  that  our 
modern  speed  of  transportation  and 
communication  tends  to  emphasize  our 
problems. 

We  want  all  of  the  good  things  of 
life  and  we  want  them  now.  We  become 
exceedingly  impatient  if  our  material 
comforts  are  not  immediately  available. 
We  are,  in  fact,  too  self-centered.  There 
seem  to  be  too  many  selfish  people  and 
not  enough  people  devoted  to  true  Chris- 
tianity and  the  spirit  of  service  to  man- 
kind. 

What  is  the  answer?  To  what  extent 
we  solve  the  problem  depends  definitely 
upon  the  personal  attitude  of  each  indi- 
vidual. God  has  given  us  an  abundance 
of  material  things.  He  has  given  us  bodies 
of  perfection  way  beyond  any  conception 
of  human  science.  He  has  given  us  minds 
to  provide  a  degree  of  control  of  the  world. 
He  has  given  us  souls  to  tune  into  The 
Great  Beyond.  Probably  ninety  per  cent 
of  human  sorrows  are  man  made.  The 
correction  of  the  troubles  depends  upon 
the  degree  to  which  we  will  acknowledge 
God  and  devote  ourselves  to  unselfish 
service. 

One  of  the  important  elements  in  our 
plan  for  greater  happiness  and  a  more 
perfect  world  is  to  provide  our  children 
with  superior  education.  Education  in- 
cludes true  reverence  for  Diety,  the  spirit 
of  devotion  to  service,  knowledge  of  the 
elements  of  factual  information  and  train- 
ing in  manipulation  of  material  assets  so 
that  one    is    able    to    achieve    success   in 
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vocational  lines.  To  the  extent  that  our 
educational  program  fails  in  any  one  of 
these  fundamentals,  to  that  extent  our 
young  people  become  adult  in  age  but 
unable  to  cope  with  the  basic  problems  of 
life. 


Topics  in  Brief 

The  Graduation  Exercises  for  the 
Class  of  1947  were  held  on  June  6  before 
a  large  group  of  trustees,  parents  and 
friends.  A  complete  account  of  the  exer- 
cises will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

Happy  events  which  took  place  as 
important  parts  of  our  Commencement 
included  the  Farewell  Party  tendered  by 
the  Class  of  1948  to  the  Graduating  Class; 
the  Class  Excursion,  this  year  to  Benson's 
Wild  Animal  Farm  in  Nashua,  N.  H.,  at 
the  courtesy  of  Mrs.  Arthur  Adams  who 


annually  provides  for  a  class  excursion; 
and  the  Class  Supper  given  by  Headmas- 
ter and  Mrs.  Meacham. 

The  Baccalaureate  Service  for  the 
Graduating  Class  took  place  in  the  Phillips 
Congregational  Church,  South  Boston  on 
Sunday,  June  first.  The  Rev.  Thomas 
MacAnespie  gave  an  inspiring,  helpful 
add^s.  Music  was  furnished  by  a  brass 
quartette  from  the  School. 

The  Alumni  Field  Day  was  held  on 
June  7.  Unfavorable  weather  failed  to 
hold  the  attendance  down  to  any  marked 
degree.  Ivers  E.  Winmill,  '23,  was  in 
charge  of  the  holiday  activities.  Ball  games, 
other  sports  and  events,  and  just  visiting, 
filled  a  busy,  happy  day.  The  apprecia- 
tion and  thanks  of  the  Alumni  Association 
were  given  by  Association  President  Ray- 
mond Thomas,  '26,  to  Headmaster  and 
Mrs.  Meacham  and  the  entire  school  staff 
for  whole-hearted  cooperation  extended. 


Campus  Scene — Gardner  Hall 
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During  the  summer  months  a  diversi- 
fied camp  program  will  give  our  boys 
plenty  of  outdoor  activities.  Baseball, 
softball,  tennis,  swimming  fishing  and 
other  sports  will  be  enjoyed.  All  of  the 

boys  will  have  a  vacation  at  home, 
Although  no  formal  classes  are  held  the 
summer  season  is  a  busy  time  for  all  of 
us. 

The  month  of  May  was  an  important 
one  for  our  school  band.  On  May  10  the 
group  participated  in  the  Massachusetts 
school  music  festival  in  Medford  and  our 
band  was  signally  honored  in  many  ways. 
Two  weeks  later  the  boys  played  at  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H.,  in  the  New  England  school 
music  festival.  These  were  certainly  busy 
times.  The  boys  first  played  before  em- 
inent critics,  then  took  part  in  a  street 
parade  followed  by  an  exhibition  drill, 
massed  band  concert,  and  listened  to 
greetings  from  leading  citizens  of  the  com- 
munities in  which  the  festivals  were  held. 

Congratu'ations  are  due  the  com- 
mittees in  charge  of  these  festivals.  It  is  no 
easy  job  to  plan  and  direct  an  event  in- 
volving thousands  of  school  age  boys  and 
girls.  Both  fesiivals  were  highly  successful 
and  an  inspiration  to  all  those  who  took 
part  or  were  in  attendance. 


Memorial  Day  Track  Meet 


Honor      Roll  —  Winter    Term 

Two  highest  academic  averages  in  each  class  group 
Sophomore  Class 

Leonard  N.  Lapham 
Robert  A.  Patterson 

Freshman  Class 

Robert  H.  Hatch 

S.  Brooks  Whiting 

Richard  E.  McPhee 

Eighth  Grade  Division  A 

Malcolm  C.  Wiley 
Walter  C.  Roberts 

Eighth  Grade  Division  B 

Edward  P.  Doerr,  Jr. 
James  L.  Angelos 

Seventh  Grade 

David  W.  Simmons 
Vernon  R.  Lincoln 

Sixth  Grade 

Karl  Mills 

George  H.  Tangen 

Best  Citizenship 

Two  highest  in  each  class  group 

Sophomore  Class 

Stephen  J.  Zevitas 

Harold  D.  Lowery 

Freshman  Class 

William  R.  Bunting 
Howard  E.  Jennison 

Eighth  Grade  Division  A 

Robert  E.  Lucien 

Malcolm  C.  Wiley 

Eighth  Grade  Division  B 

James  L.  Angelos 
Albert  C.  Roberts 

Seventh  Grade 

Theodore  L.  Jones 
Thurmond  Hood  Jr. 

Sixth  Grade 

Ernest  D.  Cornish 
Lawrence  J.  McManus 
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The  Francis  Shaw  Scholarship 

Stephen  J.  Zevitas  had  the  honor  of 
being  awarded  the  Shaw  Scholarship  for 
the  past  school  year.  He  was  the  eleventh 
annual  recipient. 

The  Francis  Shaw  scholarship  was 
first  awarded  in  1936.  It  was  created  by 
Miss  Miriam  Shaw  in  memory  of  her 
father. 

Mr.  Francis  Shaw  was  interested  in 
this  school  practically  all  his  life.  For 
thirty-four  years,  from  1889-1932,  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  being 
particularly  concerned  with  the  moderniz- 
ation and  development  of  the  farm  train- 
ing program. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  preeminently  interested 
in  the  stalwart  character  of  the  boys  and 
to  aid  in  this  he  inaugurated  the  Shaw 
Conduct  Prizes  in  1898.  These  prizes 
continued  during  his  lifetime  and  he  made 
them  perpetual  by  a  legacy. 

The  Francis  Shaw  Scholarship  is  a- 
warded  annually  to  an  outstanding  pupil, 
usually  a  member  of  the  highest  academic 
class. 

The  Shaw  Conduct  Prizes 

Fifty-nine  years  ago  Mr.  Francis  Shaw, 
a  trustee  of  this  School,  commenced  giving 
the  conduct  prizes  which  bear  his  name. 
These  awards  have  been  given  every  six 
months  throughout  the  years.  They  have 
been  perpetuated  by  a  legacy  from  Mr. 
Shaw. 

Mr.  Thomas  Temple,  also  a  trustee, 
wished  to  help  those  who  almost  won 
the  cash  awards  and  began  the  practice 
of  giving  books  to  the  next  five  in  rank. 
These  are  the  Temple  Consolation  Prizes, 
and  are  now  given  in  memory  of  Mr. 
Temple  by  Mr.  N.  Penrose  Hallowell. 

The  next  five  receive  Honorable 
Mention.  Thus  every  six  months  twenty 
have  the  honor  of  being  on  this  prize  list. 


Those  receiving  these  prizes  for  the 
period  Dec.  1,  1946  to  June  1,1947  were: 
1st  Stephen  J.  Zevitas 
2nd  Theodore  L.  Jones 
3rd  Thurmond  Hood,  Jr. 
4th  Lawrence  J.  McManus 
5th  Richard  P.  Allen 
6th  Ernest  D.  Cornish 
7th    A.  Wallace  Fitt 
8th    Robert  E.  Lucien 
8th    Hans  M.  Christensen 
10th  Harold  D.  Lowery 

The  following  received  the  Temple 
Consolation  Prizes: 

11th  S.  Brooks  Whiting 
12th  Richard  A.  Gavin 
13th  Howard  E.  Jennison 
14th  Paul  W.  Horton 
15th  Robert  M.  Davenport 

Following   are    those  who    received 
honorable  mention. 

16th  William  T.  Warfield 
17th  Berton  E.  Cadorath 
17th  Malcolm  C.  Wiley 
19th  William  J.  Williamson 
19th  Wiley  L.  Bishop 
19th  William  R.  Bunting 

Basketball  Certificates 
In  1938  the  practice  of  awarding  cer- 
tificates to  the  members  of  the  School 
varsity  basketball  squad  was  begun.  At 
the  end  of  each  season  the  certificates  are 
printed  and  signed.  In  all  64  of  these 
have  been  awarded  during  the  past  decade. 
Seven  received  this  distinction  for  the 
1947  basketball  season.  They  were: 
Paul  Calloe 

Lawrence  F.  Finn 

J.  Sheridan  Higgins 
Harold  D.  Lowery 

Richard  E.  McPhee 
Paul  W.  Horton 

Kenneth  W.  Duquet 
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Che  Alumni  Association  of  Che  farm  and  trades  School 


Raymond  Thomas,  '26,   President 

Thompson's  Island 
Harold  W.  Edwards,  '10,    Treasurer 

Arlington,   Mass. 


Frank  W.  Wallace  '82,  Vice-President 
Arlington     Mass. 


Clifton  E.  Albee,  '21,  Secretary 
Thompsons'  Island 
G.  George  Larsson,  '17,  Historian 
Hyde  Park,  Mass. 


Harry  E.  Brenton,  '90 

Concluded  from  Page  1 

and  explained  the  situation.  From  that 
day  his  fame  was  secure.  He  received  a 
tremendous  ovation  justly  due  a  brave 
man.  In  general,  fellow  musicians  were 
shamed  and  humbled  by  his  sacrifice,  yet 
inspired  and  strengthened  by  his  courage 
and  endurance.  He  strained  at  the  leash 
when  anything  hurt  the  welfare  of  his 
brother  musicians. 

On  a  bitterly  cold  morning  at  2  A.  M. 
in  1913,  fire  completely  destroyed  the 
Musicians'  Building  on  Garrison  Street. 
President  Brenton  was  the  first  on  the 
scene.  An  unfortunate  cat  was  caught  in 
the  heated  debris  under  the  cellar  stairs. 
Ls  cries  were  pitiful.  Alone,  and  unassisted 
in  any  way,  Brenton,  on  hands  and 
knees  crawled  to  rescue  the  badly  singe  i 
helpless  creature.  A  friend  to  all,  here 
was  an  incident  in  the  life  of  a  man  des- 
tined to  become  one  of  the  most  famous 
members  in  the  annals  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Musicians  during  48  years 
ot  its  existence. 

'Shortly  after,  Brenton's  star  began  to 
ascend,  for  he  was  elected  to  the  National 
Board  of  nine  in  New  York,  serving  in 
that  capacity  until  he  was  appointed  assist- 
ant to  Pres.  Joseph  N.  Weber,  occupying 
that  position  until  he  was  elected  Treas- 
urer of  the  Federation. 

During  his  busy  days  in  Boston  Mr. 
Brenton  kept  an  ever-growing  interest  in 
his  alma  mater,  The  Farm  and  Trades 
School,  and  directed  the  school  band.  He 
also  organized,  instructed  and  conducted 
the  boys'  band  at  North  Easton,  which 
was  sponsored  by  Mrs.  Oliver  A.  Ames, 
wife  of  former  Governor  Oliver  Ames. 


At  the  turn  of  the  century,  Mr.  Bren- 
ton was  a  member  of  the  Boston  Music 
Commission  which  selected  the  musicians 
for  the  Municipal  Band,  then  conducted 
by  Emil  Mollenhauer.  This  band  proved 
to  be  a  model  for  other  cities  to  copy. 

He  for  a  time  was  engaged  in  the 
music  publishing  business  and  held  the 
copyright  to  many  successful  compositions. 

While  other  musicians  in  the  orches- 
tra pit  were  enjoying  the  antics  of  the  top 
comedians  in  the  big  musical  shows  a 
glance  at  Brenton  would  show  him  deep 
in  study  of  Economics  and  Psychology 
preparing  himself  for  the  financial  wizard 
he  was  to  become.  In  spare  moments  he 
learned  to  type.  The  shuffling  up  of  his 
destiny  also  made  him  a  literary  genius, 
with  monumental  talent  for  concentration 
aided  by  a  most  remarkable  memory.  He 
never  forgot  a  good  deed.  To  have  had 
him  for  a  friend  was  like  being  fortified 
by  the  Rock  of  Gibraltar.  His  death  has 
left  a  great  void  and  musicians  in  particular 
feel  his  loss  deeply.  His  friends  every- 
where, and  they  are  legion,  will  miss  his 
kindly  counsel  and  advice. 

The  funeral  services  were  conducted 
at  the  Forest  Hills  Cemetery  Chapel  on 
May  24.  In  attendance  were  many  of 
the  musical  world  and,  among  others,  a 
representation  of  graduate-trustees  of  The 
Farm  and  Trades  School. 

Ed.  Note.  Mr.  Brenton's  first  Boston 
theatre  work  was  at  the  Park  Theatre,  in 
1897,  the  position  being  obtained  through 
the  help  of  Mr.  Woelber.  Both  men 
played  here  for  five  years;  both  played  at 
the  Boston  Opera  House  from  1909-1914. 
Mr.  Brenton's  symphony  years:  1902-07. 


